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CONFIDENTIAL USBERLIN 2061 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, NATO, GW, WB, US, UK, FR 

SUBJECT: PROPOSED VISIT TO WEST BERLIN BY NATO AMBASSADORS AND SYG 
REF: BONN 16649 

1. UNFORTUNATELY, MISSION NO LONGER HAS RECORDS ON 
1970 NATO AMBASSADORS VISIT TO BERLIN, AND WE ARE 
THEREFORE UNABLE TO CONFIRM OR DISPROVE FRG BONN 
GROUP REPRESENTATIVE'S UNDERSTANDING THAT FRG HAD 
ISSUED INVITATIONS (PARA 2, REFTEL). CLOSEST PARALLEL 
THAT COMES TO MIND IS JUNE 21-22, 1975, VISIT TO BERLIN 

OF MEMBERS OF NORTH ATLANTIC ASSEMBLY. IN THIS INSTANCE, 

AS ADDRESSEES WILL RECALL, IT WAS AGREED THAT INVITATIONS 
SHOULD COME FROM ALLIED SIDE RATHER THAN FROM FRG OR 
SENAT. WHEN FRENCH REFUSED TO HAVE ANYTHING TO DO WITH 
VISIT, AND BRITISH PLEADED PREOCCUPATION WITH QUEEN'S 
BIRTHDAY PARADE HERE (ON JUNE 21), US MISSION IN EFFECT 
TOOK OVER SPONSORSHIP AND LETTER OF INVITATION WAS 
ISSUED BY US COMMANDANT (SENT IN MAY, WHEN US WAS IN 
CHAIR). 
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2. WE BELIEVE THAT SIMILAR ARRANGEMENT WOULD BE 
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APPROPRIATE FOR PROPOSED AMBASSADORS' VISIT. 

LETTER OF INVITATION WOULD BE SENT BY CHAIRMAN 
COMMANDANT (BRITISH) TO SYG AND TO EACH NATO AMBASSADOR 
WHO HAS EXPRESSED DESIRE TO PARTICIPATE, EITHER ON 
BEHALF OF ALLIED KOMMANDATURA OR, SHOULD FRENCH AGAIN 
NOT WISH TO BE INVOLVED IN SPONSORSHIP, WITHOUT 
MENTION OF AK UNBRELLA. DETAILS OF PROGRAM WOULD BE 
ARRANGED BY SENAT IN COORDINATION, PRESUMABLY, WITH FRG 
AMBASSADOR TO NATO. WE SEE NO DIFFICULTY IN ISSUING 
INVITATION IN TIME FOR OCTOBER 26-28 VISIT, OUR 
ASSUMPTION BEING THAT PREPARATIONS AND PLANNING WOULD 
NOT HAVE TO AWAIT THIS FORMAL STEP. WE BELIEVE THAT 
BRIEFING AT AN ALLIED HEADQUARTERS SHOULD BE OFFERED 
WITH BRITISH BEING LOGICAL CANDIDTES.GEORGE 
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